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Ponderosa Has a New Mission! 
By Shawn Manygoats and DJ Green
Welcome to Ponderosa High School’s Student Newsletter!

Ponderosa high school has officially changed our mission and school logo! The new mission: Sustainability, Resilience, Empowerment, and Education, is meant to capture the mission of students and teachers and complements our new logo, which captures many Northern Arizona elements. Created by students Quinton Begay, Shonto Greyeyes, Dion and Jakob Charley, and Tylene Peshlakai in under 5 days under the direction of local artist Robert Chambers, embraces the larger campus mission to become environmentally and academically aware active members of our community. 

Campus Fundraiser
September 28th
Navajo Taco Sale from 11am-11:30
the
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Join us at the 4th Street ReStore to learn more about poverty housing
Our community-wide civic engagement efforts 
October 1st
October 4th
World Habitat Day
Service Learning 
Save the Date!
Service learning day is a teaching and learning strategy  that teaches civic responsibility and strengthens communities. Service learning can also be applied in schools and community based organizations.
Service learning offers all its participants a chance to take part in the active education of youth while addressing the needs, concerns and hopes of communities 
Service learning day is a hands on learning experience which can help build communication skills, and prepare students for a job while learning how to work with others involved with your community. This year there are three different activities that students can choose from, including projects based in the Shultz Pass burn area, Goodwill or St. Mary’s Food Bank. Students from Ponderosa High School will have a chance to chose one of these to participate in and enjoy helping our community. Each of these three activities have the ability to build vital 21st century skills and enhance classroom learning. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ponderosa High’s Student Ambassador Program, is a program dedicated to improving student outreach skills. As ambassadors, students lead community members about sustainable projects and alternative energy options used on campus. Students participating in the ambassador program also identify all the parts and areas of the greenhouse , cold frame, and surrounding property. Students are available to lead tours of the facility and describe how the green house is a symbol for our schools sustainability mission. The hope of the ambassador program is to connect students to the community within a sustainable, environmental context. 

Students teaching Teachers
By: Tre Archuleta
Service Learning Day
Ponderosa Sustainability Project
By: Marisol Castro-Molina
The Green House Project
On a fall of ’07 the view of Ponderosa was not a lush green football field but an unhealthy nasty view of a lame volleyball court. That’s when one of our very determined teachers Mrs. Steagall had a wonderful vision of a nice green house with a lot of native plants just growing everywhere. Somewhere students can go learn and take a fresh breath of air. A beautiful sight where ideas can flow smoothly.  She and her students tried their hardest to get the old super attendant on board but the super attendant was not easily moved. It took about 33 thousand dollars to get the super attendant on board. 
                By the summer  of ’09 the students of Ponderosa and  NAU built our green house  but that was it, in the summer of ’10 and still only the green house stood there as motivation. After the city granted 5 thousand dollars was when things began to take off. Transition students and Ponderosa students started to plant Native plants. They thought of the meditation circle, and many other unique ideas. Once the city started to see progress everyone was now interested in helping this little vision become a pioneer for the rest of the schools.  APS helped with the installation of the new solar panels that produce a huge amount of our electricity. The Coconino facility board and Obama’s recovery Act helped the project take flight as well as others. 
Our Green house is now sustainable and producing veggies. Thanks to that we can have fresh salsa as well as many other yummy tasty foods. In the future we plan to produce as much veggies to have a culinary class. Our school use to be the underdog but we are slowly but surely showing the city that we might be a little ahead of the rest. With our many ideas, we can all show the world that we can have a well sustained green house and still keep our grades there isn’t anything we can’t accomplish. Like Mrs.Steagall she set her heart out to having a green house and achieved it we can to do anything we set our hearts out and accomplish. The Green House Project isn’t finished yet with all the new fresh ideas who know how big it will get. Hopefully other schools look at it and to decide to go Green House. Thank you to all who have helped and to our students who are strong willed and are working on this magnificent project.

Our dream to create a sustainable, hands-on education.
Our dream began in the fall of 2005 as an empty space of helpless
shrubs, and desert. The thought of an area with a self sustainable
ecosystem that can take care of itself soared though the minds of many
as we began to come up with the idea to create this dream of self
sustainability. "We in our efforts so far' have built an amazing
2000 gallon rainwater run off tank equip with an overflow system that waters our garden area, we use the catchment system to water all plants in the greenhouse. we at ponderosa have created an irrigation system to water all our plants and trees using recycled rainwater.

Ponderosa has also come up with the brilliant idea to use solar power to maintain our facilities electricity outputs. We are also currently working on a green house to plant all of our vegetables. We at ponderosa hope that you will one day join us in our efforts to build a better self sustained habitat for all.

Our Sustainable Campus
By: Tre Archuleta
World Habitat Day is October 1st
By: Brenda Russell

habitat for humanity ids non profit organization. They help build houses, get people jobs, and start businesses around the world. the houses they build are simple, and affordable to low income families. which are build sustainable and energy efficient. UN-habitats program is designed  to help policy makers and local communities get human settlements, urban issues and find workable lasting solutions. the UN-habitats work in related to the united nations millennium declaration. the goal of the member states to improve the lives at least 100 million slum dwellers by the year 2020.
habitat for humanity is important because nearly 2 billion people around the world live in houses and also 1000 million people are homeless. slum housing is a over populated community which causes high level of pollution which resolves in diseases, crimes, and social unrest. 50%  of the people also have no access to shelters, water, sanitation, education and health services. Habitat for humanity is needed to help these people be provided  with shelter.
our involvement as a school to host world habitat day on the 1st of October. we will be going down to 4th street for the event. which is at 10am to 1pm . we will also be giving out prizes and playing games. And we will also be raising awareness about the WHD.
how you can help?
· you can help by volunteering and at your local habitat for humanity.
· you can also help by donating money to your local habitat for humanity
· getting involved youth programs and project.
· advocate and take action: speak out to law makers and help change the systems that lead to poverty housings.
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